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An aq. hair dye compsn. contains 0.05-20 wt. % sodium chlorite. 
0.001-5 wt. % of a water soluble C, Fe, Mn or Co salt, and/or chelate of 
the salt and an oxidative hair dye precursor which will oxidise to form 
a tinctorial ly effective arat. of hair dye. Also claimed is a package 
contg. the hair dye components in separate containers and method of 
permanently dyeing hair, using the compsn.. 
USE -Used as an hair dye composition. 

ADVANTAGE- The desired hair colour can be attained in a shorter 
period of time (5-10 min.) compared to use of chlorite without a metal 
salt of prior art. Chlorite salts, do not bleach or cause other 
oxidative damage to human hair as does H202. The colouring of the hair 
can be performed at a pH of 6-9, although some variation is possible, 
rather than strongly basic conditions, associated with the use of H202 
ammonium-amine combinations. The amt. of the oxidising agent employed 
may be as much as 80% less than required when the reaction is conducted 
in the absence of metals. 
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